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Presidentõs Message 
 

Greetings to all you MCCians 

out there! It has been quite a 

while since the last issue of The 

Anchor. I do apologize for the 

delay as Iôm sure that for some 

of us, this newsletter helps to 
keep us abreast of all College 

and alumni activities and news. 

 

It gives me great pleasure to see 

that our Alma Mater continues to 

be ranked among the countryôs 
Premier Institutions by the India 

Today Poll 2008. This kind of 

consistency in the fiercely 
competitive area of education 

does not come from resting on 

her laurels ï Cheers to our Alma 

Mater. 

 

The Chennai Chapter continues 

to meet regularly and I would 
like to urge the other chapters to 

meet more often because when 

we meet up, it becomes a place 
to unwind and let our hair down 

more figuratively rather than 

actually and go back to being the 
jolly old fellows of Tambaram. 

So buck up you guys and gals 

and let the good times roll. 

 

Regards  

K M Mammen (Vinoo) 

ñé MCC has gone around 

the Sun 170 times ò 

- Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam 

Former President  

in his Convocation address in Feb 2007 

In a Nutshellé 

¶ MCC hosted Davidson College 
Students for the Term in India 
programme  

¶ MCC School of Continuing Education 
Convocation held in October 2008  

¶ Selaiyur Hall becomes Wi Fi enabled 

¶ Vizag Alumni felicitated one of our 
oldest alumni, Mr M S Rao  

¶ Alumni in UK met on 4th October 
2008  

¶ The MCCAA Executive Committee 
met bi -monthly to make the 
Association more active. 

¶ The College proposes to have a new 
Principal next academic year. 

¶ Deepwoods 2008 was held on 4th, 
5th  & 6th December 2008. 

¶ Alumni Carol Concert was held on 
14th & 15th December 2008 

¶ The Alumni Chapter Representative 
Meet was held in the College on 
December 19, 2008. 

¶ A new Residential Block added to 
Martin Hall  

 

Wildlife 

MCCé 
 

The Fauna has 

increased 

considerably in 

the last decade 

in the Campus 

with the arrival 

of a several 

blithe 

newcomers.  

 

The campus residents are listening rapt and rejoicing over the calls of a 

family of peacocks! This is the first known instance in the  ófeatheredô 

history of our campus that we have a flock of peafowl, a cock, a hen and 

a brood of bonny óguys and dollsô. How this family came to be in a 

jungle awash with mongoose, monitor lizard and other marauding egg 

lovers must be a romance waiting to be told. We hope this little family 

will find the peace and the space to multiply untrammeled and add one 

more facet to our ódome of many coloured glassô. 

 

The Deer population is growing steadily and are also seen moving 

about in the habitated areas of the campus. They have grown bold 

enough to walk up to the students and literally eat out of their hands.  

 

Mongoose, Lizards, Birds and other wildlife species continue to add 

beauty and richness to our Campus . 
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The Anchor is back on tracké.  

 

In keeping with the times, we are pleased to offer your favorite Newsletter now in a Fresh & Futuristic 

format, which includes a PDF version that is available online.   

We have added newer sections to attract wider-interest groups of Alumni. In the forthcoming issues, we 

hope to add more content from chapters located worldwide.  We have taken a commitment to ensure that 

The Anchor is published on a regular basis, at least tri-monthly to start with.  

We need the support of the Alumni around the Globe to make this dream become a reality. Support in 

terms of content, contributions and comments, which can be sent to the A & PRO. The modalities of 

contacting and contributing have been included in the last page of this Newsletter. Looking forward to a 

great interactioné. 

Wishing you all a very Prosperous and Happy New Year. 

-  The Anchor Editorial Board  
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Dr V J Philip  

Principal  

Historic Moments... 

Principalõs Message... 

The Anchor Jan ô09 

Our College, with its continuous Endeavour to reach academic excellence and to inculcate leadership qualities and social awar eness in 

its students has continued to be placed among the top 10 Indian colleges in the India Today Annual College Survey 2008.  

MCC is currently ranked 8th among Commerce & Arts and 9th among Science colleges.  

The Campus Walk.. . 

Greetings! Hope this finds all of you in sound health 

and good cheer. 

Ever since taking over as Principal I have been paying 

special attention to the Alumni and Public Relations 

Office and the revival of Alumni Chapters worldwide. 

We now have a full-time Alumni and Public Relations 

Officer, Mr John Rajkumar Devanboo (English, 1992-

97). He is busy organizing meetings as well as building 

database of former students.  

Apart from visiting several chapters in India, I had the 

privilege of attending Alumni meetings abroad ð in 

London, Toronto, New York, Rhode Island and 

Washington DC. 

MCCians the world over continue to have a great love 

for the College and many affirm that they are what 

they are, only because of MCC! However, I do hope 

that this sense of gratitude and pride is translated 

somewhat in to concrete action. 

Firstly may I suggest, all alumni become life-members 

of the Association (Registration form is available a 

couple of pages later). Secondly, Chapters regularly 

meet in a formal set-up, at least 2-3 times a year. 

Thirdly, the Chapters can concentrate on a single 

project for MCC each year which is in keeping with its 

size and its financial capability. Fourthly, I would like to 

encourage the old boys of the college to take a trip 

back to memory lane by holding batch reunions in the 

College. The A & PRO may be contacted for the same. 

Looking forward to meeting you and with warm 

wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

V J Philip 

www.m cc .edu. in /a lumni /anchor  

Profile 

Chemistry 1968 - 73 

Hall : St. Thomasõs 

Passion : Teaching 

 

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalamôs visit & Convocation 2007 

February 23, 2007 was one of the red 
letter days in the history of the 

College ï in its 170th year ï as the 

then President of India, His 
Excellency, Dr A P J Abdul Kalam 

honoured the College with his august 

presence for the College Day and 

Convocation. 

It was a full-house in and around the 
Quadrangle as the Former President 

kept Students, Staff, Alumni and 

parents spellbound with his wit and wisdom for nearly 30 minutes with his 

speech on ñCapacity Building for Societal Transformationò 

Dr. Kalam asserted that ñ A Good educational model is the need of the hour to 

ensure that the students grow to contribute towards the economic growth of the 
nationò. He stressed on the need for the capacity use advanced technology where 

ñ...every student in our colleges should learn to use the latest technologies for 

aiding the learning processò.  

The visionary also shared his thoughts on the ambience in 2020.  He visualized a 

nation with 100% literacy. He concluded by exhorting the audience to dream ñ 
Now its time for all of you to have a great dream in life and dream transforms 

into thoughts and thoughts result in actionò. At the end of his lively talk, he made 

the youngsters take an oath of courage. He then distributed various awards to 

students who had excelled in academics.  

The day also witnessed our Alumni President declaring open the new website of 

the College.  

 

Lord Lieutenant Paul Sabapathy & Convocation 2008 

Excerpts from the Convocation 
Address by Mr Paul Sabapathy on 

March 11th 2008... 

The topic was óHow to successfully 

address the major challenges India 

facesô. The major challenges identified 
were Globalization, Sustainability and 

Widening Inequality.  

Quoting John F Kennedy, Mr Paul said, ñOur problems are man-made; therefore 
they can be solved by man. In addition, man can be as big as he wants. No 

problem of human destiny is beyond human beings. Manôs reason and spirit have 

often solved the seemingly unsolvable, and we believe they can do it again. 

Solutions include being positive and proactive and developing a CAN DO 

attitude if we are to successfully address the issues that confront us. 

Success can also be achieved by setting ambitious and radical goals, which make 

significant improvements and ensuring they are done well.ò 

He concluded by saying that ñin order to succeed, one has to be persistent, 

focused and self-confident.ò 

 

Mr Paul Sabapathy, M Sc, ACMA, FRSA, FRSM, CBE, is an alumnus of 
our College. He graduated in Physics (1960-1963) and was a Prime 
Minister of St Thomas's Hall. He is now Her Majestyôs Lord Lieutenant of 
West Midlands and Chairman & Pro-Chancellor of Birmingham City 
University, United Kingdom.  

  

Excellence Recogonised ... 
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The Bennett Albert Integrated 

Knowledge Centre (IKC) was opened last 

semester on the 11th of September 2008 
by Alumnus Mr.Nishith Mohanty (Eco 81) 

and Dr. V J Philip, the Principal. 

 
The IKC has 3 computers with 24 hours 

internet connection as well as a British 

Council library membership for Selaiyur 
Hall, through which we have access to the 

latest books and CDs. 

Selaiyur hall is now Wi-Fi enabled. 

Selaiyur  

Hosted by the Chapel, Remnant 2008, an inter 

collegiate Christian Cultural was held for the 

first time in MCC. 

The Hall hosted MCC 1st Inter -Block 

Swimming Competition at MJL Swimming 

Pool, Camp Road.  

HPL (Heber Premier League), a event based 

on the IPL format, had teams involving students 
from all the four halls playing cricket while 

creating awareness on social causes and 

concerns. 

Bishop Heber  

A new Residential Wing was dedicated on 

10th October ó08 which accommodates 40 

students  

This year The Womenôs Hall has 210 

residents. 

 

Martin (WH)  

MCC continues to retain its traditional and 
legendary position at the top among colleges in 

the Creative and Sports arena.  

Inter -Collegiate Cricket Tournament 

The finals of the Prof. Bennett Albert Inter-

Collegiate Cricket Tournament was held on 

March 18, 2008. MCC defeated Jaya Arts & 

Science College by a margin of 12 runs. Mr 
James Zachriah, the Director in-charge for 

Physical Education, won the best player of the 

tournament award. 

Inter -Collegiate Cultural 

The College Western Electric Band, the Light 
Music Team, the Literary & Debating Team and 

the Dance Teams have continued to figure among 

the top 3 positions in several major college 
festivals. 

 

Inter -Collegiate Sports 

MCC was placed 2nd in the A.L.Mudaliar Inter-

Collegiate Meet 2008. 

The Flag flies high...  

International Programmes 

 
The College, in recent times, has signed 
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with 
various foreign universities around the 
world.  
 
In an MoU signed between the Department 
of Social Work (Day) and University of 
Southern Australia, six students were sent to 
the Univ to spend a semester there. Four UG 
students spent a term at  Flinders Univ. 
 

The MoUs signed include  

Liverpool Hope University -  UK 

Mediant Mental Health Institute - Holland  

Thompson Rivers University - Canada 

Chang Jung Christian University - Taiwan 

UNISA  -  Australia  

Furman University  -  USA 

Bergen University  - Norway  

Flinders University -  Australia  

Bremen Univ' of Applied Sciences - Germany 

Appalachian University -  USA 

Asia University - Taiwan 

Yet again, The Woods reverberated to the sounds of 
music, dance and fun - on December 4th, 5th & 6th 

2008.  

Alternate Energy was the theme for this yearôs 

version of the festival that has rocked college circles 

for 28 years now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

70 colleges from all over India participated, 
bringing together over 25,000 people on a 

common platform over a stretch of three days. 

 
More photos will be included in the next issue of The Anchor. 

DeepWoodsó08 

Dr.E.C.George Sudarsan, Alumnus and 

óPadma Vibhushanô awardee  visited the Hall 

early 2008.  

óTribuneô, the Hall Monthly Newsletter, was 

released in July 08 and has been going steady. 

SMS Voting was introduced for the first time in 

MCC during UTSAV FEVER.  

An innovative private body, the St. Thomasôs 

Hall Nature Club aims at spreading the 

message of  Nature Conservation.  

St. Thomasôs 

National Workshop for Teachers in Christian Colleges on AIDS 

A National Workshop for Teachers in Christian Colleges on AIDS was organized by the College in collaboration with the Church and Global AIDS, Denver, USA. More 

than 70 participants from colleges all over India participated.  

Rev Dr Don Messer, an alumnus of the 1961 batch, a leading AIDS activist was the key resource person for this workshop. The Valedictory address was delivered by 

Honôble Minister of State for Health & Family Welfare, Mrs Panabaka Lakshmi. 

In the Woods... 



Back to the Woods... 

Alumni in the Headlines... 
Mr. PWC Davidar (1976-81), IAS,  has been appointed as 

the New Secretary to Information Technology Department 

of the Tamil Nadu Government from November 2008 

onwards. He will also hold additional responsibilities as 

Chairman of Arasu Cable TV Corporation, TN. 

Mr. R V Venkatesh (1980-83) won the Global Product 

Innovation of the Year 2008 award from Frost & Sullivan, 

for a product his company developed for hunger control and 

fat reduction.  

Ms Indra Nooyi, CEO of Pepsi was recently conferred the 

Padma Bhushan in Trade & Industry. 

Dr Paul A Appasamy has been appointed as the Vice 

Chancellor of Karunya University. 

Mr Paul Sabapathy, CBE, Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of 

the Board of Governors of University of Central England, 

Birmingham has received the distinguished honor of being 

appointed the Queen of Englandôs Lord Lieutenant of the 

West Midlands County. 

Dr Raja Jesudoss Chellaiah and Dr Sudharshan 

Erinackal Chandy were conferred Padma Vibhushan 

awards in Public Affairs and Science and Engineering 

respectively. 
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The advent of the Internet and email has helped the Jolly Good óOl folks of 

Tambaram to Reconnect and Reunite with renewed gusto and dynamism. The last 

two years witnessed a surge of visits by Alumni coming back to the Alma Mater to 

nostalgiate and relive their days in the lovely campus.  

1970-73 Class of B Com 
was one among the first such batches to visit the College in August 2006. Out of 65 

classmates, about 55 were connected and among them 51 came to have a nostalgic 

experience after a gap of 33 long years. 

Silver Jubilee Reunions 

The trend for Class-wise Reunions was set by the Class of  ó81, the 1st Autonomous 
batch (1978-81), when 200+ of them including families gathered for two days in 

2006 to ñCelebrate 25 years of Nostalgia and Fellowshipò.  On 14th Aug 2006, 

they honoured Former Principal, Dr. Abel at a meeting in the Anderson Hall, 
chaired by the current principal, Dr.VJP. A Carnival, an open-air lunch and a T-20 

cricket match at The Pavilion marked the proceedings. Former Professors, Current 

Staff and Students were invited and the bonhomie spirit was truly evident as the 

81nners caught up with the happenings of 25 years.  

The following year witnessed the Silver Jubilee Reunion visit by the Class of ó82 in 

August 2007. Around 100 former students from the batch met up and lunched with 

former Principals and Professors in McPhail Arts Center.  

Following their Seniors' footsteps, the  Class of ó83 started their efforts early and a 
huge crowd of 200+ gathered on 14th August ô08 at a function chaired by Dr. Abel 

and attended by Dr. Alexander Mantramurti, Dr. V J Philip and former professors 

and current staff.  The former students sat in the gutters, visited their classrooms, 

checked out their old rooms in the Halls, 

drank chai in the Café and reveled in the 

nostalgia of the good óol days at MCC. 

Other Reunions 

Apart from these large visits, there were 
several revisits by a smaller number of 

various groups to the College ranging 

from thirty years back to ten years back.  

 

Reunions on Campus in 2008 

April 12, 2008 ï B Sc Statistics 

(1976) at Boxing Ring  

May 24, 2008 ïM A Pub Admn 

(1987-89) in their Class Room  

June 13, 2008 ï B Sc Physics 

(1981-1984) at McPhails  

August 14, 2008 ï Class of 1983 

met at the Anderson Hall.  

August 15, 2008 ï B Com 

(1994-97) at McPhails.  

Several Old Profs were invited to and 

honoured at these reunions 

Reunions at Chapters  

The Principal, Dr V J Philip during his 

visits abroad participated in various 

Alumni Meetings in New York City, 

Toronto, Rhode Island and Washington 

DC, etcé The Principal, the Principal 

Lady, the A & PRO, a few senior Staff 

and the Alumni Association Secretary, 

Mr Chelladurai Williams and his wife 

have visited various chapters across S. 

India during the last two years. 

The Madras, Tirunelveli, Vizag and 

Kottayam chapters in India and the 

London Chapter in the UK have been 

meeting regularly. We  urge the other 

chapters to start the ball rolling for 

regular meetings. 

The Silver ReUnion of the 
Class of ó84 

is tentatively 
scheduled sometime in the 2nd 
week of August ó09

.   For more details and to reach 
the organizing committee, pls 
contact the A & PRO. 

MCCians who were Guests of Honour in College in recent times  

College Union Society Inauguration 

Dr R Velu (Economics 1961-63)ðHonôble Minister of State for Railways,  

Hall Days 

Martin - Mrs Sunitha Chinnappa (Gen Sec, Martin Hall 1984-85). She is also the mother 

of the famous Squash player, Joshna.  

Selaiyur - Dr Lallinglova , IAS.  

St Thomasôs - Prof. Ananthakrishnan, former Dir, Zoological Survey of India,  

Heber  - Dr Alexander Mantramurti , former Principal. 

Got a Query ?  

Starting a Chapter ?  

Planning a Reunion ?  

Help is just a Mouse-click/Phone Call awayé. 

The MCCAA will be happy to provide you with information and assistance for 
any queries you may have regarding the above or any other information you 

want to seek about the Association. 

Pls call +91 44 22397731 or mail to apro@mcc.edu.in  
and we promise to respond asap. 

Vizag Chapter honors óOl Boy of MCC 

 
The Vishakhapatnam Chapter of MCC Alumni Association met on 16 October 2008 at 

Hotel Meghalaya to felicitate Mr M S Rao aged 97. He studied between 1929-1932.  

 
The College and Alumni was represented by Dr Ebenezer Benjamin, Head Dept of Public 

Administration and Mr John Rajkumar Devanboo, A & PRO respectively.  

  

Organised by the Chapter Secretary, Mr. Subba Rao, the meeting was attended by 

members and their families. The meeting was followed by a fellowship dinner. 



P a g e  5 The Anchor Jan ô09 www.m cc .edu. in /a lumni /anchor  

Book Release 

The Second Mile - a book by Dr 

Mithra Augustine , former Principal, 

was released by Mrs Savithri 

Devanesan.  
 

Dr V J Philip, current Principal 

received the first copy. 
 

 

With deep regret and a sense of loss we 

convey the demise of: 

Dr. M Gladstone  

Former Principal, in Nov 08 

Mr Ruskin Roy  

Retd. Professor, History Dept in Nov 08 

Dr. Joel Christopher, 

HoD of Botany, in Jun 08 

Mr P K Loganathan 

Former HoD, Tamil in Feb 08 

Dr K K Sundara Sobitharaj  

Reader in Tamil ,in Sep 07 

Dr A Vishnu Bhat 

former HoD of English, in Sep 07 

Ms A K Chelliah 

ex-Warden of Martin Hall in Jun 08 

Obituary  

Appointments 

Lt Col (Retd.) P J Sounderaraj has been 

appointed as Bursar. 

Mr J Chandradas, former HOD of 
Commerce, has taken charge as the 

Coordinator of the Self-financed stream 

of the College. 

Dr Ambrose Jeyasekaran, former faculty 

member of the Dept of History, has been 
appointed as the Director of MCC School 

of Continuing Education. 

Mr John Rajkumar Devanboo, (English, 
1992-97) has been appointed as the 

Alumni & Public Relations Officer. 

Farewells 

The Alumni wish the following faculty, who have recently retired, a very 
active and fulfilling life in the future. We are grateful to them for all that 

they have done for the Alma Mater and wish them the Best in Life... 

Dr K G Subramanian,  HoD, Mathematics 

Dr J Samuel Cornelius,  HoD, Mathematics 

Dr M K Viswanath,  Reader, Mathematics 

Dr M Suresh Babu,  HoD, Public Administration 

Dr M Bagavandas,  HoD, Statistics 

Dr S Govindaraju,  HoD, Statistics 

Dr C Livingstone,  HoD, Plant Biology & Plant Biotechnology 

Dr P Sitarami Reddy,  Reader, Zoology 

Mr Winfred Chellaiah, Lecturer SG, English (VRS) 

Mr K Dawn Stanly,  HoD, History 

Dr Y Vincent Kumaradoss,  Reader, History 

Mr A Oliver John, Lecturer SG, Economics 

Mr M Murugaiyan, Lecturer SG, Philosophy 

Mr Ninan P John,  Lecturer SG, Social Work 

Dr G Kumar Sathian,  HoD, Physics 

Dr J F Rajasekaran,  Reader, Physics  

Dr S K Sunder Raj,  HoD, Zoology 

Dr Appavu G Arulnathan,  Reader, Zoology 

Dr Rebecca Jacob,  Reader, Chemistry 

Boydôs Corner 

 

A meeting to recollect memories of Dr 

Boyd is being planned in the College 

Campus.  
For more info, pls contact the A & PRO. 

Campus Grapevine... 

Activi t ies and Other Things.. . 

Annual General Body Meeting ó07 

The Annual General Body Meeting of the Alumni Association was held on September 21, 2007 at the Madras Race Club.  

Mr. K M Mammen and Mr Chelladurai Williams were re-elected as the President and Secretary respectively for a new term of 3 years. 

Projects  

The College has proposed several futuristic projects and Alumni are requested to contribute with 
a big heart and a bigger cheque towards the development of the College.  

A complete list and details of the Projects can be obtained by writing to / calling / emailing the 
A&PRO.  

Cheques/DDs drawn in favor of The Bursar, MCC may be sent to the A & PRO.  

Alumni Carol Concert 2008 

was held on  

 

14th & 15th Dec 2008 

at  

Madras Christian College School, 

Chetpet 


